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Hanslet testily. " And that disposes of a difficulty I've
always had in my mind. If his sister did him in, her
motive was to get hold of the money. That's plain
enough, isn't it? But, and this is the point, before she
could touch the money, she would have to prove that
Venner was dead. In the absence of his body to produce,
she would have to wait seven years before she would be
allowed to presume his death. That's always seemed
to me a bit of a snag. But, if she got thirty thousand
pounds for her trouble on the nail, so to speak, she
could afford to wait seven years for the rest, couldn't
she?"
" Yes," replied Jarrold, with a shade of doubt in
his voice. *' That sounds all right. But why did Venner
draw the greater part of the money in American dollar
bills? Doesn't that look a bit as though he meant to
clear off to the States?"
" He may have meant to, but 1 fancy that his sister
didn't give him the chance. She knows a lot more than
she's let on, I'll be bound. She knew he'd drawn that
money all right. Besides, if he meant to clear off to
the States, why did he tell the bank manager that he
wasn't going away?"
" He told his secretary that he was," remarked
Jarrold. " So that seems to cancel out/'
*4 He told her that he had to go out of London on
business connected with his uncle's death, and might
not see her again that week. Anyhow, that's what you
reported at the time. And if you can fit in that state-
ment with a projected visit to the States, it's more than
1 can."
" All the same, it might be worth while trying
to find out if he did go to America/' Jarrold
persisted.
" All right.  Go off on that track if you like.   I won't